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BUSINESS CARDS.
JAMICS PEACOCK.

Plain anb fatten Book anb 3ob printer,
II MCPABED TO HECITI

Pamphlet, Shop Itills,Cataloitnea, Hills of Kxchange,
Circulars, Bill of Lading,
Handbills, Consular Blanks,Bill Heads, Blank Deeds,

VISITING, BUSIXE AND ADDRESS CARDS
With n-- nf- and depa'ch,on literal terms.

S. H. WILLIAMS Sl CO,
CSrnrral cTommCssfon IWrrcIjants,

HONOLULU, OAH17,
S. H. WlLLIAlM, J

'- ? MABntL,V Hawaiian Islands.
ItAKCB, JB. N

Eichanje on the United States and Europe, taken on
me inii iavnr(.ie terms.

EVERETT & CO,
(Grnccal Commissfon IHtccljantB,

Ja'.P JEj"f ii' j HONOLULU, OAIIU, II. I.
L j-- sumey adrancert on favoralile terms for Rtlla ol

cuange on tiie i inted utes, iuigland and France.
"MAKEE &. ANTHOW,

lUcrt!)ant3 $c Sljip CljanDlcrs,
HONOLULU, OAIIU, H. I.

fV fhips vnpplied with RefrehhrnenU. Protisions. ftv
hi the kWteot uotK-e- , on rcasoiat.le terms.

N. Wanted, cnveraincnt or whalers l.ills on the U.
S. or Europe, lor which mooer will be advanced on f.uraMe lerma.

WALDO & OO,
DCALEKS in

(ship Chandlery and General Merchandise,
MAUI AND OAIIU,

Ci. Waldo,
E. S. LE.skuv, Hawaiiax Islands.
A. Lanoloisi. 3

E. & H. GIIIMES,
(Kcnrral (Commission ittcrcants,

HONOLULU AND SAN FRANCISCO.
F.MAB
HiBAM

GalSIES,
(iaiMta l II. INLANDS AND CaLIPOBKIA.

Wa!Tri Pills of Exchanje on the United States,
England and Frame, at the nual rates.

J. W7DLER,
SinX AXI ORWJIEXTAL PAINTER.

HONOLULU, OAIIU.
Transparent Win. low Shades and Ornamental Painting

l.iecuied wnn nenlnest and despatch.
(Orders to he left al the Store of Mr. C. S. Bartow.)

O. W. VIWCEWT,
HOUSE CABPENTEK AND JOINER,

HONOLULU, OAIIU, II. I.
Hui.Mbj aoJ JoJ.in executed at short notice on the

moat reasonable terms.

ISRAEL H. WRIGHT,
PAINTER, GILDER AND GLAZIER,

HONOLULU, OAHU, H. I.,
Will execute with neatness and despatch, House, Sign,

Coach. Ship and Ornamental Painting.

SAIYTSIttG & CO,
Importers and Dealers in China Goods,

UOXOLVLU, OAIIU, II. I.
Oa han.l and for sale, Su?ar, Molasses, Tea and Coffee.

Families ami Ships supplied with Uread, &c.

ISAAC IVIONTGOIYIEIIY,
DEALER IN GENERAL MERCHANDISE,

HONOLULU, OAHU, II. I.
Ships aupplied with Stock at the shortest notice.

WARD & SMITH,
General Commission Merchants for the Coast

of California,
Fbaic Wabd. i

SAN FRANCISCO.W. M. Ssiti
JOHN BEATT7,

TIN AND V O P P E R S M I T II ,
HONOLULU, OAHU, H. I.

WOOD & PARKE,
CABINET MAKERS AND UPHOLSTERERS,

HONOLULU, OAHU, II. I.

T. W. THOMPSON,
Oi. C "LP 11 C 13- - Ul LSJ 02 9

HONOLULU, OAHU, H. I.

J. C. SPALDING,
DEALER IN GENERAL MERCHANDISE.

HONOLULU, OA HU, H. I.

ISAAC S. HART,
HONOLULU.

NICHOLSON &. HENDERSON,
JULI ur vb Uu til 3 LJ 31 0. 3L. s VP so o

(EtluUUhmtnt opposite tiie Seamen ' Chapel,)
HONOLULU, OAHU, H. I.

A lare assortment of Broadcloths, Cassiroeres, Vestings,
Cashmeres and Linen Ihnllmirs, constantly lor sale.

Garments ana1e si short notk-e-, in latest fashion.

JOHN J. CAR ANA VE,

IMPORTER OF EUROPEAN GOODS,
AND PBALEB IX

Ship Chandlery nnd General Merchandise,
HONOLULU, OAIIU, H.L

At the store formerly occupied by E. & H. Grimes,

KELLY A GOULD,

COMMISSION MERCHANTS,
VX. It. KELLT, TAHITI, Soc. Is.

Geo. H. octi, S

BUSH, MAKEE dc CO,
DEALEBS I ,

Ship Chandlery and General Jiercnanaise,
LAHAINA, MALI.

Ships sapplied with rormits at the lowest market prices.
1 U lrma fnr Rllla ofv(mcT a.tranceu on i" -

Eschange on the Unite.! States and Europe.

JOHN R. JASPER,
Attorney at Lawr and Solicitor in Chancery,

HONOLULU, OAHU, II. I.

(Office on the upper floor of the Honolulu House.)

F. RODRIGUEZ VIDA
PCALEB IX

SHIP CHANDLERY AND PROVISIONS,
HONOLULU, OAHU, H. I.

. .L 1...at.B.ut mtar a. TaTiM
skim fatinDiicd wiinrpcnm i i "rrtti; or Bills ou the United States or Europe.

D. P. PEN HALLOW,
IaXI&X

IIONOLILF, OAHU, II 1.

(On the Quay, neit to Market Wharf.)

A. W. PARSOXS,

Attorney at Law and Solicitor In Chancery,
r.iffii.vi. .if.tr. - -

IWnt attentioa paid lo the collection of Nre, Bills kc,

J. VI. H. KAUWABi,
a aw ait 1 SAlirilOllAttornrr

HONOLULU, OAIIU, 1.

fOiice in the Honomlo Hose.) i

GEORGE S. REN WAT,

HONOLULU, OAHU, II. I.
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HISTORY OF THE MEXICAN WAR.
V e are enabled to present our readers a

brief sketch of the military operations in
Mexico since the commencement of hostilit
to the capture of the Mexican capital by the
American army under Gen. Scott. It is not
our purpose to discuss the justice of the war
but merely to present as concise a statement
of the battles as the information in our pos
session will enable us to do. We glean the
intelligence from official accounts received
per Sarcelle. The confused mass of papers
received renders the task of compiling a con
cise account of the matters a laborious one:
but as the accounts heretofore published have
been rather disjointed, we feel assured our
readers will peruse the following brief his
tory with interest.

The Congress of the United States, in
March, 1S45, passed resolutions proposing
terms for the admission of Texas, then a for
eign independent nation, to the Union as one
of the states of that republic. The people of
I cxas called a convention for the express
purpose, and accepted of these terras on the
4th of July of the same year.

At the subsequent session of Congress,
which met in December, 815, the Texan
Senators and Representatives took their seats
in that body, the laws of the United States
were extended over the state of Texas, and
the annexation fully completed.

On the other hand, Mexico claimed Texas
as a department of her government, and as
much subject to her authority as the depart
ments of Tamaulipas and Vera Cruz.

The Mexican Minister at Washington,
Gen. Almonte, on the 6th of March, 1845,
immediately after the resolution of Congress
proposing terms for the annexation of Texas
had been signed by the President, protested
against this measure as "an act of affgres- -
sion,the most unjust that can be found record
ed in the annals of modern history; namely,
that of despoiling a friendly nation, like Mex-

ico, of a considerable portion of her territo
ry;" and protesting against the resolution of
annexation, as being an act "whereby the
province of Texas, an integral portion of the
Mexican territory, is agreed and admitted
into the American Union;" he announced
that, as a consequence, his mission to the
United States had terminated, and demanded
his passports. These were granted, and he
immediately retired from Washington to New
York, whence he soon returned to Mexico.

The Mexican nation, on learning of the
resolutions of annexation by the United
States Congress, seems to have at once re-

garded itself as at war with that country,
In consequence of this state of things, the

President of the United States, on the 28th of
May, 1845, ordered General Taylor to move
from Fort Jesup, with the forces under his
command, and to place himself in a position
to act efficiently in defence of Texas, should
his aid be needed, but not to enter that ter-

ritory. At the same time a naval force un-

der Commodore Connor was dispatched to
the Gulf of Mexico with a view to the defence
of Texas.

Mexico had not in theory ceased to be at
war with Texas, and was perpetually talking
of regaining the "rebellious department."
Accordingly when Texas became one of the

states of the American Union the hostility
and theoretical war of Mexico became trans-

ferred to the United States. Mexico still
claimed Texas as her own, and of course any
overt act of hostility to regain it would be di-

rect against the American republic. Arista
in the north remaining inactive, and Herre--

ra seeming disposed to receive a minister

Mr. Slidcll, from the United States he was

overthrown in December, '1845, by Paredes,
who breathed fiercer denunciation against

the states of the north, and who would not

receive the American minister. Paredes and

his government . were actually in a state of
war towards tho United States. Accordingly

the Mexican army of the north was put in a

state of preparation to move forward to Mat-amor- os.

The administration at Washington, on the

13th of January, 1 840, ordered General
Taylor to move forward and occupy the east
bank of the Rio Grande opposite Matamoros,

but not disturb any of the Mexican settle-

ments, or any military posts that might be on

that side of the Rio Grande, and to purchase

every thing needed for the army at the high-

est price.
Matamoros is the capital of the department

of Tamaulipas, and "contained about seven

thousand inhabitants. At the time ot tne ar

rival of General Taylor , about two thousand
. 1 .1 J r!oninltroops were stationed laere uhuci

Mejia, and reinforcements under Ampuaia

were expected oon to arrive. Taylor's force

was about two thousand three hundred. His

presence created great excitement in Mata-

moros, and caused a display ofgreat activity

among the
' Mexican troops,' whose attitude

was decidedly hostile. . , , ,

The American General now commencea

fortifying his poiUon, . anAvby the 8th of

April" a small field work, mounting four eigh- -

teen-pounde- rs, had been completed; and at
the same time, a field-wo- rk of six bastion
fronts, sufficient to hold five regiments, was
in a rapid state of progress.

On the 11th of April General Ampudia
with one thousand cavalry and fifteen hund
red infantry, arrived at Matamoros, and as
sumed the chief command.

In the afternoon of the same day he for
warded .a communication to Gen. Taylor
commanding hira to break up camp and re
tire to the other bank of the river Neuces,
ilii.iinl.!n. t. : . :.t .

iiv.uiLiiui" linn wiiii an anneal in arms
. ,r
if he remained. To this Gen. Taylor
replied that the orders under which he acted
would not allow him to retrograde.

Immediately on receiving the above com
munication from the Mexican general, Tay-
lor began to place his troops in a position to
receive the threatened attack.

Though the enemy did not seem inclined to
make good his implied threat of driving the
Americans from their position, yet Taylor
regarding this communication as a declara
tion of war, began to govern his conduct ac
cording to the laws of war. Accordingly on
the 17th of April he blockaded the Rio
Grande, driving out of the river the Mexican
schooner Juniata, which was driven to sea in

gale, and ordered back to New Orleans
two American schooners which were off the
mouth of the river, all of which were sup
posed to be laden with provisions and milita

.-- 1 C. I Tir ' mi -
ry siurcs lor tuc iue.icans. mis was an
act of war; indeed, the presence of two hos
tile armies on opposite banks of the river was
incomptiable with a state of peace.

On the 20th of April, General Arista, the
general-in-chi- ef of the army of,the north ar-

rived with reinforcements, and assumed
the chief command of the Mexican forces at
Matamoros, which must now have been
about seven thousand strong. The army of
Gen. Taylor was not strengthened, though he
had written on the second day of his arrival
at this position, to the war department at
Washington, calling its "attention to the ne
cessity of speedily sending recruits to hisar
my."

Some slight skirmishing preceded the ac
tual commencement of hostilities, and on the
evening of the 29th, Capt. Walker of the
Texan Rangers arrived with a message from
Major Munroc that Point Isabel was sur
rounded by the enemy and in danger. Point
Isabel, about twenty-seve-n miles from Mata
moros, i3 situated on the Gulf of Mexico, and
was the depot of provisions and military
stores for the American army. Capt. Walk-
er brought intelligence that teams which had
started from Point Isabel for General Tay--
or had been driven back by the enemy, and

that on the 2Sth, while out rcconnoitering
with a small force of rangers in order to
lis way through to the Rio Grande, he met
with a party of the enemy's cavalry, fifteen
lundred strong, and as repulsed with a loss
of nine men.

On the receipt of this intelligence General
1 aylor made immediate preparations to go
to the relief of Point Isabel to open the com
inunication between the two posts, to bring
up the trains of provisions and stores then
waiting at the depot, and to fight the enemy
wherever he might meet him. . Leaving the
fort in command of Major Jacob Brown with

the Seventh Infantry and two companies of
artillery commanded by Capt. Lowd and
Lieut. Bragg, making an effective force of
about three hundred men, on the 1st of May
General Taylor with a force of about two
thousand men moved forward for Point Isa
bel, which place he reached on the evening
of the second day, without having seen any

thing of the enemy.
As was anticipated the Mexicans took ad

vantage of the departure of the main body of
Americans.

Sunday morning, May 3d, at daylight, they
opened on the fort a fire from a seven-gu- n

battery stationed on the outskirts of Matamo

ros.

The bombardment of Fort Brown was con

tinued each day; and Gen. Taylor having
heard the signal guns at Point Isabel, start
ed Thursday, May 7th, with 2100 men and

a provision train for Fort Brown. The Mex

ican army, about 7000 strong, had in the

mean time crossed the Rio Grande and en

camped at Palo Alto about 7 miles from Point

sabel, and between Fort Brown and Gen.

Taylor's army. About noon of the second

day's march the Mexican army were discov

ered drawn up in order of battle.

At 2 o'clock the American army advanced

to meet the enemy. The battle lasted about

wo hours. The Mexicans were driven from

their position, but rallied and at 5 o ciocR ot

the same afternoon the second fight com

menced, which resulted in the route of tbo

Mexican army. Night closed the battle and

the American army encamped on the battle

field. V . '.. ).

The action lasted about five ; hours, and

there were engaged in it on the side of the

Americans 2288, of whom one hundred and

seventy-seve- n were officers. The strength

of the enemy, according to the report of their

, a.
'"''naMWaBBBBB.Wa. rr i .unu wmcers, taKen prisoners next day, was
at least six thousand regulars, and .an un
known number of irregular troops, with
twelve pieces of artillery. Their loss was
nearly four hundred killed and wounded,
while of the Americans only four men were
killed, thirty-seve- n men wounded, and three
officers wounded; of the latter Ringgold and
Page mortally, and Lieut. Luther slightly.

On the morning of the 9th May, the Mex
ican army having fallen back to a place call
ed Resaca de Palma, the American army ad-

vanced to meet them. At three o'clock the
battle commenced. Both armies fought with
bravery and for a long time it was doubtful
which army would triumph, but a splendid
charge made by a company of dragoons un-

der command of Capt. May, won the field
and the Mexican army were completely rout-

ed and fled precipitately. Large numbrrs
of the Mexicans were drowned in crossing the
Rio Grande. .

The number of Mexicans engaged in this
battle could not have been less than seven
thousand. Their loss was very great. More
than two hundred of their dead were buried
by the army of General Taylor next day.
A larg lumber of prisoners were taken, in
cluding fourteen officers, eight pieces of ar
tillery, six hundred mules, upwards of one
thousand small arms, and all their drums.
nearly five hundred splendid pack saddles,
several standards, and General Arista's pa-

pers, private property, and tent-equipa- ge.

The marching force of General Taylor
was 2222, including one hundred and seven
ty-thr- ee officers. The actual number en
gaged in the battle did not exceed 1700. His
loss was three officers killed, Lieuts. Inge,
Chadbourne and Cochrane, and twelve offi

cers wounded; thirty-si- x privates killed, and
seventy-on- e wounded.

On the 11th of May an exchange of pris
oners was effected, and Gen. Taylor again
set out for Point Isabel, where ho had an in
terview with Com. Conner, and planned an
expedition, consisting ofvolunteer sailors and
marines to take possession ofa small town call
ed Barita, situated on the west side ofthe river
below Matamoros. This expedition under
the command of Capt. Gregory proved suc-

cessful. Gen. Taylor again returned to Fort
Brown, and on the 17th of May the town of
Matamoros was surrendered unconditionally
by the Mexicans.

When the news of these events reached
Washington the President immediately dis
patched a message to Congress, recommend-

ing a recognition of the war; and Congress,
after an anxious deliberation of two days,
passed the War Act of the 13th of May,
1846 with a preamble asserting that "war
exists by the act of Mexico" which appro-
priated $10,000,000 to carry on the war, and
authorized the President to accept the servi-

ces of fifty thousand volunteers. Public
meetings were held throughout the country
to sustain the administration, and within a
few weeks the services of no less than two
hundred thousand volunteers were offered to
the President of the UnitcdStates.

From the want of supplies and the means
of transportation Gen. Taylor was obliged
to remain at this post the greater part of the
summer.

Towards the end of August, Gen. Worth
was ordered to advance to Seralvo and there
to await further orders. From this post, on
the 5th of September, he sent back advices
to General Taylor that Monterey had been
fortified and reinforced by three thousand
men under Ampudia ; thus increasing the gar-

rison to five thousand men. This informa
tion determined General Taylor to advance
at once on Monterey, without waiting for

further reinforcements. He therefore march
ed from Matamoras on the 7th of September,
and on the 19th, with six thousand six hun
dred troops encamped at the Walnut Springs !

under the walls of Monterey, then strongly
fortified by nature and by art, and in addi
tion to a force of armed citizens, was garri-

soned by an army of ten thousand men.
After a siege of four days articles of ca

pitulation were signed the 21th of Septem
ber by General Scott and Ampudia.

By the terms of the capitulation it was
agreed that Ampudia should surrender the
city, the guns, amunition, and all public
property into the hands of the American gen-

eral; that the Mexican army should be al--
owed to retire with their arms and accoutre

ments, six held-piece- s, and twenty-on- e

rounds of ammunition for the same. An
armistice was 'also agreed upon to continue
for eight weeks, or until instructions of the
respective governments could be received.

The American loss in this engagement,
was four hundred and eighty-eig- ht in killed
and wounded; of officers, twelve killed, and
thirty were mortally wounded; of men, one
hundred and eight killed, and three, hundred
and thirty-seve- n wounded. Of the wounded
several subsequently died. The Mexican
oss is not known, but has been estimated
at upwards of one thousand in killed and
wounded.

News of the armistice having reached

INo. 40.

Washiagtaw; thtv,, Secretary of War, in a
communication "ofi iah , October lo Gen.
Taylor, ordered it to be terminated- - This
letter reached General Taylor on to 2d
November, who notified Ampudia that the
armistice would terminate on the 13th No-

vember, only six days before the expiration
agreed upon by the convention.

Santa Ana having returned from Havana
Paredes was overthrow n and exiled. Hav-

ing issued a proclamation for the organiza-
tion of the government on the basis of the
constitution of 1821, Santa Ana set out for
San Luis, which place he fortified, and where
by the lt of December he had assembled
an army of 20,000 men. General Taylor
had at this time about 18,000 men under his
command. About this time General Scott
was invested with the command of the Ameri-

can army in Mexico, and having withdrawn
about 12,000 of General Tavlor's troops,
proceeded to the seige of Vera Cruz, giving
General Taylor a hint that he had better re-

main at Monterey. With about 5,000 troops',
mostly volunteers, General Taylor advanced
to Agua Neva, February 4th, where he re-

mained in camp until the 21st, expecting an
attack from Santa Ana. The near approach
of the Mexican army induced General Tay-
lor to fall back to the hacienda of Buena
Vista. About 9 o'clock in the morning of
the 22d the Mexican army advanced, and
having reached an eminence overlooking the
position of the American Army, General
Santa Ana sent General Taylor a note in-

forming him he was surrounded by 20,000
troops that out of ' consideration he would
allow him to surrender unconditionally. To
this note General Taylor replied, declining
to surrender, when the battle of Buena Vista
commenced. It was a hard-foug- ht battle,
and night only terminated the strife. Both
armies passed the night under arms, ready
to renew the battle on the morrow. The
battle was commenced as soon as dawn of
day, and sustained with vigor on both amies;
but the impetuous charges of the American
troops finally drove the Mexicans from the
field. The American army slept that night on
the battle-fiel- d. The Mexican army retired
towards San Luis Potosi. Large numbers
perished by the way from fatigue, and larger
numbers still deserted. The effect of this
battle was to destroy the Mexican army of
the North and break up further military op-

erations in that quarter. The number of the
Mexican army, according to Santa Ana, wa
20,000, with 17 pieces of cannon, being com-

posed of the oldest troops of Mexico. The
American troops engaged in battle, accord-din- g

to official reports, was 4,000 volun
teers and 450 regulars. Most of the volun-

teers had never witnessed a battle. The
American loss was 267 killed, 456 wounded
and 23 missing. Several officers were killed,
among whom were Lieut. Col. II. Clay, jr.,
son of the Hon. Henry Clay. The Mexi-

can loss in killed and wounded is estimated
at 2,000; 500 dead were left on the field of
battle. This battle has been considered tho
most brilliant military achievement since the
days of Napoleon.

As has been already related, General
Scott received command of the expedition
against Vera Cruz, and with a few troops
arrived at Matamoros on the fiit of Janua-
ry, 1817. He withdrew from General Tay-
lor about ten thousand men which increased
his force to twelve thousand. They were-asscmblc- d

at Ixibos, whence on board of
transports and ships of all sizes, amounting
to one hundred, belonging to Commodore
Conner's fleet, they arrived on tho 7th of
March at Anton Lizardo. General Scott
and Commodore Conner in the steamer Vc-tri- ta

made a rcconnoisancc which resulted in
the selection of the beach, west of the island
of Sacrificios, a spot about four miles south
of Vera Cruz, as the place of debarkation.
The anchorage being narrow, most of tho
troops were transferred to the vessels of w ar
for transportation to Sacrificios.

At eleven o'clock on the 9th the fleet set
sai General Scott in the steamer Mua- -
chusetts leading the van. and at two o'clock
anchored between Sacrificios and I lie shore.
The troops were now transferred from tho
ships to the surf-boat- s, whirh. were sixty-fiv- e

in number. To protect the Undine;, tho
steamers Spitfire and Vixen, with live gun
boats, formed a line close to the teach, and
towards the city, within grape range of tho
shore. As the boats severally received their
complements of troops, they assembled in a
line, abreast, between the fleet and the gun
boats; and when all were ready, they pulled
in together, under the guidance of a nunJxrr
of officers of the squadron, who bad been
detailed for this purpose. General Worth
commanded thi", the first line of the armv

a '
and had the satifaction of firming ", com-
mand on the beach of the neighboring heights
just before sunset. Four thousand five hun-
dred men were thus thrown on shore, almost
simultaneously. No enemy appeared to of-
fer the slightest opposition. The first line
being landed, the boats in successive trip
relieved the men-ct-w- ar and transports of tho
remaining troops, by ten o'clock that nicht.
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